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Bennett's client had asked for a court of inquiry, and failing
that, a court martial to inquire into the allegations made
against him.

Earl Stanhope was one of the witnesses moving for the
appointment of the Committee in the House of Lords. He
had said in the House of Lords that the reason why the
Government refused an inquiry was that they feared that
scandals would come to light. He then proceeded to give
instances of immorality in the camp. Miss Pennant, he
had declared, had discovered that the Colonel in charge of
the camp had allowed girls to return intoxicated in the
early hours of the morning. Miss Pennant had been dis-
missed after giving orders that would improve the situation.

The Chairman of the Committee at the Inquiry now asked
Earl Stanhope whether he had been satisfied with these
charges, and whether they were true or based on " mere
gossip at the Club/'

Lord Stanhope at first said that he had been satisfied of
their truth, but later desired to withdraw some of the state-
ments he had made in the House of Lords, and made
particular reference to Curtis-Bennett's client, who was the
officer concerned in the incident that had been cited.

The most biting attack upon Miss Douglas-Pennant was
made by Sir Gordon Hewart, now Lord Chief Justice, on
behalf of the Air Ministry. He said that the reason for her
dismissal was that she was unable to make a success of her
job, " It is a lamentable fact that this lady came to this
position saturated with suspicion, thinking the whole world
was against her."

Mr. Patrick Hastings said: " It should have been her
duty to supervise the obscene jester, but it seems to amuse
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